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LOCOMOTIVE 401 UNDER STEAM!!! 

 
 

On September 9, 2010, after a long ten years 
of concentrated efforts and over a half million dollars, 
the 401 came to life at 2:10 PM, exiting the engine 
house in a cloud of full splendor steam. The locomotive 
effortlessly glided across the rails as the group of 
dedicated volunteers looked on beaming with a well 
earned pride.  Now brought to life, the locomotive 
made several test runs proving that the dedication to 
details paid off with a near flawless operating machine. 

At 6 PM Friday night, September 17th, pulling a 
train consist, the 401 departed Nelsons Crossing 
enroute to the Wabash Depot with museum members 
aboard to attend an appreciation dinner to honor the 
members for their contributions of time and talent. On 
return to Nelson Crossing, a cake honoring the event 
was served to those in attendance. 

Below: Event Chairman Bill Crisp serving cake . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RAILROAD DAYS 2010 TOTAL SUCCESS!! 

 
 It can be described as one of the most 
successful events of the museum’s history.  Held on 
September 18th-19th, the 401 was the star of the vent, 
for both rail enthusiast and the general public. At noon, 
a special dedication ceremony was held at the Wabash 
Depot-Monticello, where a proclamation from the Office 
of Illinois Governor was read to a vast crowd. After a 
short speech of welcome by the Mayor of Monticello, 
passengers boarded the train, now steam powered to 
return to the museum grounds. Over 1,800 people in 
two days enjoyed the sounds of railroading with a 
diesel equipped freight train operating north towards 
county road, and the steam powered passenger train 
making runs south to downtown. The “Caboose Hop” 
once again provided the shuttle service for visitors to 
the Camp Creek Yard/Building complex and the 
popping noise of a fleet of motorcars transporting our 
guests.  The Norfolk Southern Exhibit Car was open for 
tour, accessed by walking through the Wabash 
Business Car No. 6. As an added attraction, Chris “The 
Whip Guy” presented programs through out the day 
demonstrating his amazing skills with whips of all sorts. 
For the younger generations in attendance, was a “kid 
size” railroad track with hand operated railcars.           
A tip’ o the hat and a hardy slap on the back to 
event chairman Bill Crisp and the volunteers for a 
memorable and most successful event! 
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28th ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD 
 The 28th Annual Monticello Railway Museum will 
be held on November 14, 2010 at the VFW Hall, 108 East 
Livingston Street, Monticello, Illinois. The program will 
begin at 3 PM, with a power point presentation “The 
History of the Monticello Railway Museum” by MRM editor 
Dale Jenkins. At 4 PM a business meeting will be 
conducted with the election of officers and dinner will be 
served at 5PM. Notice of meet enclosed with this mailing. 
 

WABASH COACH 1827 ARRIVES MRM 

 
 
 The newest acquisition to the museum 
collection is this former Wabash coach No. 1827.  The 
car was previously owned by the Roanoke Chapter of 
the NRHS. Plans for this museum owned car is to 
restore it back to its original Wabash heritage paint 
scheme and use in regular train service.  
 

 
 

CARBARN NO. 2 IS GOING UP!!  

 
 

L. C. L. * 
(Less than Car Load*)  

TRACK SIDE 
 On September 11, 2010, MRM hosted about 
50 University of Illinois engineering students for a 
general orientation on track work tasks. The large 
group was split in half between work sites at the 
Monticello wye and Nelson.  After a lunch break, the 
two groups swapped locations. 

At Nelson the students changed out 18 ties 
and adjusted cross level on Display Track No.2 and 
replaced cracked joint bars on the IT main.  On the 
straight leg of the wye in Monticello, the students 
replaced ties and raised track on the west trestle 
approach and made a longer runoff for the east trestle 
approach. MRM appreciates the assistance and good 
attitude displayed by these students. 
 

              THE LAST RUN . 
HAROLD G. SCOTT 

July 24, 1939 – September 5, 2010 
An Air Force veteran, Harold attended Wesleyan 
University in Bloomington, Illinois where he was a 
science major. He was employed by the University of 
Illinois as a Accelerator Technician, retiring in 2006.He 
was a life member of the Monticello Railway Museum, 
serving in positions of Corporate Secretary and 
President. He was involved with the movement of no. 
191, obtaining the ICRR Gibson City interlocker 
equipment, drafting an early workable constitution and 
by-laws of the museum and worked in the display cars. 
 

EAGLE SCOUT COURT OF HONOR HELD 
On August 14, 2010, the Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
was held at Nelson Crossing depot to confer onto MRM 
member Alex J. Kaper the Eagle Scout Badge. In part, 
Alex had taken on the responsibility to paint No. 191 
which is now proudly displayed on Display Track No.1. 
 
MRM AT STATE FAIR/GOVERNOR’S MANSION  

The Monticello Railway Museum participated 
in the 2010 Illinois State Fair , Springfield, Illinois, by 
invitation of the Governor’s office to have a display 
promoting the museum in the “Governor’s Tent ”Illinois: 
Rail Capital of America” .A display was manned by the 
MRM volunteers from 10 AM to 7 PM, August 13-22,  
handing out literature about the museum.  The 
Sheffield Hand Pump Car was the centerpiece of this 
rail themed tent.  On the evening of August 18th, MRM 
attended an appreciation dinner at the Governor’s 
Mansion, which also served as the scene to have a 
photo taken with Governor Pat Quinn. 
 

 
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 

Ghost Train  
October 22nd - 23d - 24th 29th - 30th 

The Polar Express 
November 26th - 27th 

December 3d - 4th 
Lunch on the Train with Santa  

December 4th - 5th 

BE ACCIDENT FREE….BE SAFE; 

MY LIFE DEPENDS ON IT! 


