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BOY SCOUT CAMPOREE HELD AT MRM 

 
John Sciutto Photo 

Railroading interest comes to the museum in many 
forms, and on October 20th, the W D Boyce Boy Scout 
Crossroad Council would share this interest with 200  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boy Scouts and leaders from Dwight to Lincoln, Morton 
to Farmer City and Champaign. This was an 
opportunity for those in attendance to earn their  
railroad merit badges, under the guidance of the 
museum’s volunteer staff. The museum provided a 
safe and yet efficient location and equipment to fulfill 
this obligation with experienced volunteers to provide 
productive educational instruction. For many this would 
be their fist up-close encounter with a railroad 
operation, yet a fun day of learning about railroading. 
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SPOOKTACULAR  EVENT HELD AT MRM  
 

 
 
 

A full moon greets the passengers as they 
board a train to nowhere, yet to pass thru a hollow so 
dark, that even the bright light of this full moon can not 
penetrate. But, out of this pitch darkness scenes 
appear along with faces in the windows to scare these 
passengers destined to return only to be scared further 
at a location only known as “The Haunted Boxcar”. The 
mistress of the madness, Annod the resident witch, 
oversees this mystical magic of mayhem as this annual 
event once again comes to life (or death depending on 
your perspective). 

On October 20th, 21st, 26th, 27th, and 28th, the 
museum once again presented the Haunted Train 
Ride event, which featured a ride through the Camp 
Creek bottoms where various animated displays, 
operated by museum volunteers, were viewed by 
passengers from “lights out” coaches. On returning 
they were escorted through exhibits, which where 
met with scary approval.  
 
U of I STUDENTS RECEIVE HANDS ON TRAINING 

 
A Museum volunteer explains the engineering student s 
the components of a track frog and its function 
 
 Two separate classes from the railroad 
engineering school at the University of Illinois in 

Urbana-Champaign joined as a group of over 60 
students from more than 10 foreign countries who 
gained hands-on experience in the very components 
and projects they are studying to design. Men and 
women alike got a chance to measure the correct 
spacing while setting out ties for new track, gauging 
the rail and spiking down the rail on ties plates. More 
than 500 feet of track was completed on Saturday, 
October 13, 2012, and students got to see just how 
heavy components were and can now appreciate the 
mechanized process for modern track laying. The new 
track was inside the new three-track carbarn, which 
has already seen two tracks completed the full 500 feet 
length. A You Tube link is available of the two 
professors from the U of I explaining why they bring 
students out each semester for the real life experience 
of railroading at the Monticello Railway Museum. 
http://WWW.youtube.com/watch?v=KvN3UDza -s  
 

 
 

 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

The Polar Express™ 
November 23-24-25 & 30 and December 1 

 
Lunch on the Train With Santa 

December:1–2 
 

BE ALERT DON’T GET HURT 
MAKE SAFETY PART OF YOUR 

PLAN! 

ANNOD THE RESIDENT WITCH 
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