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MR. LINCOLN DEDICATES “THE LOOKING
FOR LINCOLN” WAYSIDE SIGN

Participating in the observance of the 200" birthday of
Abraham Lincoln, the Monticello Railway Museum held
a unique dedication at the Monticello Depot with the
arrival of President Lincoln on the 1869 Leviathan
Steam Locomotive. MRM President John Sciutto made
the introductory welcome speech and Mr. Lincoln,
accompanied by a group of ladies dressed in the
1860'’s period dress, made a speech dedicating the
sign to a group of 150 citizens. After concluding the
ceremony, the party boarded the train to return to the
yard.

THE LEVIATHAN STEAMS ABOUT THE
MUSEUM!

The sounds of chugging is overshadowed by
clanging of a large brass bell, which is drowned out by
the loud shrill cry of a steam whistle, as a trail of smoke
billows overhead. What a site to behold at the
Monticello Railway Museum, augmenting the annual
Railroad Days and participating in the 200"
anniversary of President Lincoln’s Birthday celebration.

The museum was host to the arrival of the
1869 reproduction of the Leviathan Steam Locomotive,
which made its first “run” in train service. On
September 18, 2009, the Leviathan, pulling wooden
copula caboose Northern Pacific 1879, made its first
appearance in downtown Monticello to participate in
the “Looking for Lincoln” events. President Lincoln,
(portrayed by professional actor Fritz Klien) rode the
cab of the Leviathan as members of the museum rode
the caboose dressed in 18" century dresses. At the
Monticello depot, Mr. Lincoln, surrounded by the
attractive ladies, dedicated the sign board.

During the “Railroad Days” event, the
Leviathan was on display in front of the Nelson
Crossing Depot with elevated loading platforms in
place to permit attendees to tour the cab interior.



THE 2009 ANNUAL “RAILROADS DAYS”
DEEMED A TOTAL SUCCESS!

Leading the gaggle of motor cars, Rick Harper of
Harper Shed fame shares a passing grin n’ a wave.

A Tip O’ the Hat and a hardy slap on the back to Bill
Crisp, Railroad Days Event Chairman and his crew for
a very memorable Railroad Days event, held
September 18-20, 2009. Of course the “star of the
show” was the presence of the 1869 replica
“Leviathan” steam locomotive, which was used in a
dedication ceremony and attracting attention and
admiration while making runs to downtown Monticello.
The functioning steam locomotive was placed on
display to permit both young and old to view the cab
interior up close; fascinating youngsters in amazement
and reviving fond memories of the past for seniors.

Another “star of the show” was the arrival of the Norfolk
Southern “Executive Locomotives” used in dedicated
service to pull the fleet of NS executive’s business car
trains. The combination F9A and F7B were on display
at the north end of the train shed.

The Norfolk Southern also had the “Operation
Lifesaver” locomotive on display, accompanying the
NS Safety Committee: “Operation Lifesaver
Presentation”. Adjacent to this display was a collection
of antique John Deere Tractors of various series.

This unique event was complimented with train
rides for those in attendance with the passenger train
consisting of GP10 IC 8733, coaches 2920-2612 and
IC side door caboose 9928, making round trips
between Nelson Crossing and Monticello Depot. A
mixed freight train consisting of F-7A Wabash 1189, a
block of vintage freight cars, Rl coach 2541 and a
Wabash Caboose carried passengers north from
Nelson Crossing to County Road and return, with the
fleet of motor cars operating in tandem. A shuttle was
operated between the Nelson Crossing Depot and
Camp Creek Yards with the SW1200 MILW 1649
pulling/pushing the ITC 806 transfer caboose. Of
course the famed “CN Little Obie” train set was making
round trips from the parking lot to the yard and return.

Above; Canadian National’s “Little Obie”
makes a run to the yard and back.

Below: Freight Conductor Neil Grant “Hi-
ball’'s” the mixed freight from Nelson Crossing

N-rlvals & Departure,

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
GHOST TRAIN
October 23d 24 " 25" 30" 31

THE POLAR EXPRESS
November 27 " & 28" December 4™ & 5™

LUNCH ON THE TRAIN WITH SANTA
December 5™ — 6"

“SAFETY; THE FIRST DISCHARGE
OF DUTY”



