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| Think I Can Car Attendant Stan Rankin enjoys
watching the frolicking bear dancing to the music a S

the members of the crew joining in for this fun eve nt.

The sounds “I Think | Can....I Think | Can”, were
heard echoing throughout the museum grounds as the
“Little Engine That Could Tour” arrived for another
operating season of July 12, 13, 18. 19 and 20.

The Dining Car Crew eagerly waits to take your orde

r!

~ GOING up!!

i . “1_4 ¢
MRM Crew (L-R) Paul Jones-Crane Operator, John
Sciutto, Donna McClure and Syl Keller are in the

process of unloading and setting the roof support
columns for the new covered shelter.

With the support columns now in place the next effo rt
will be to apply to steel structure to support the roof to
protect the equipment on the display tracks.



Progress continues to be made on steam loco. #401,
with the tender water tank welding now complete, tank
washed out, and ready for a water fill test.
Construction of the fuel tank is moving rapidly towards
completion, and by the time you read this, it may well
be done and installed. We have purchased “false
rivets” made by Strasburg Railroad of Pennsylvania.
These are rivet heads that are made to be “stud
welded” to the side of the tank. Stud welding is done
without need for holes in the tank, and is a very fast
and secure method of application.

Work on the locomotive proper has slowed as
the tender work is completed. That said, there have
now been three hydrostatic tests of the new boiler, with
leaks in washout plugs being the issue that is causing
the most problems. (The half-couplings that were
welded into the boiler were distorted when the
surrounding braces and staybolts were welded in,
causing them to no longer be round.) To correct for
this, we have been tapping the half-couplings deeper
to create new, round threads.

Work also continues on 401's air compressor,
with the shuttle valve bores and reversing valve bores
in the steam-end cylinder heads being reamed/bored
and honed, and new reversing valves made to fit the
new oversize bores. New shuttle valves are being
machined at this time to fit the new shuttle valve bores.
The air end cylinder have also been re-bored to 1/8"
oversized to correct the pitting and corrosion that
occurred from standing water in the air cylinders. They
will now be honed to finish the bore, and new pistons
will be made to fit the oversize bores. Work is being
done on two compressors simultaneously, which will
give us a rebuilt, spare pump on the shelf.

Dave Marshall is inside the new locomotive’s oil ta  nk;
in the process of preparing to weld the sheets
together. The tank, (which is upside down) will “sl ide”
into the slope of the coal bunker of the tender.

Work Continues on Rolling Stock
ICRR combine #892 is still in the car shop, with work
on it slowed due to special events, and construction of
the new train shed that will cover the #1 and #2 display
tracks at the Nelson’s Crossing Depot. The new
windows for the combine are mostly done, needing
only finish coat of paint on the exterior, and installation
of the window lift inserts. The roof of the car has been
resealed, and the new ceiling is in place, needing only
the batten strips screwed into place, and the cut-outs
created for the vent openings, speaker openings, and
new trim applied at the bottom of the ceiling panels.
The car has also been spot primed, and is ready for
final sanding prior to being repainted. There also
needs to be some work done on the buffers on each
end of the car to get the buffers to the proper height,
and proper support for them.

IC coach 2612 gave us fits during the Little
Engine That Could event, by not cooling consistently.
That problem has been traced to the Vapor panel, but
not pinpointed as yet. Our other equipment has been
operating as usual this season.

Ex. Milwaukee Road NW2 1649 had a sander
break under the cab end. The actual sander housing
had broken, and was replaced with a spare. Itis
otherwise working okay after Paul Nelson spent much
of last summer trouble shooting the cooling system and
it's penchant for blowing off hoses. That problem
appears to have been solved.

There are many little things that we need help getting
accomplished, some of them housekeeping type things we
have had little time to attend to. One of those is cleaning
the inspection pit in the engine house, and cleaning the
drop pit in the back shop. Both should be done prior to
winter if we can get the help. We could also use help with
general floor cleaning in the backshop and enginehouse.
We have parts on hand to build a coil washing machine to
wash the coils in the steam generator used to heat the
train during the cold weather events. This item needs to
be assembled and tested, then used to wash the above
mentioned steam generator.

Please come out and jump into a project! We

could really use your help!

Heavy equipment was used to clear away the brush
along the MRM main line south of White Heath as
new ties are being inserted for future operations.



