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EX-GM&O/EMD DEMO UNIT ARRIVES

On March 26, 2010, the Monticello Railway
Museum accepted delivery of lllinois Central 6071, an
EMD SD-40 locomotive, a very generous donation
from the Canadian National Railway. Built in 1966, this
unit began life as EMD prototype SD-40, being built on
an earlier model’s frame. From this prototype
locomaotive, over 5,000 subsequent locomotives of SD-
40 and SD-40-2 designation were produced. This
model was the most popular freight locomotive used in
North America by Class | railroads. The unit toured the
country as EMD demonstration locomotive No. 434
and was eventually sold to the Gulf Mobile and Ohio
Ry and renumbered GM&O 950. Following progressive
railroad mergers the locomotive was renumbered
lllinois Central No. 6071 and retired in 2009.

The donation of No. 6071 to the MRM adds to
our collection of diesel locomotives which represents
locomotives used by various railroads in Central
lllinois. The locomotive will be on static display at the
museum and available for viewing by the general
public. Future plans for the locomotive include
restoring it to the GM&O paint scheme, replacement
with suitable trucks with traction motors and eventually
returning the unit to service at the museum. Members
are invited to come out to see this latest acquisition.

YOU'RE INVITED TO THE SPRING FLING
The 2010 Spring Fling will be May 19" to the

30", This year the main focus of work will be on IC
Dining Car No. 4112 in the attempt to get this car ready
for service later in the year. The car has been
sandblasted and primed and the interior has been
stripped and ready for paint. Full painting both inside and
out will be the plan of action. If you have some free time,
come on out and lend a hand. Anyone can help push a
scaffold, marshal paint hoses, or run a screwdriver and
there will be plenty of work to go around. You're invited
to attend the MRM Annual Spring Fling!!

NEW INTERSTATE SIGNS ERECTED
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Looking for the way to the Monticello Railway Museum
....or just looking for a train ride? The State of Illinois has
recently installed signs on Interstate 72 exit 166
designating the Monticello Railway Museum as an
attraction for train rides. This has been a long sought
project by museum staff to identify access to the
museum grounds. Although recommended artwork had
been submitted, the State of Illinois created this design.

HAVE YOU SEEN THE LATEST
MUSEUM ACQUISITIONS......???7



STEVE GERBER BENEFIT FUND
The members of the Committee for the Steve Gerber
Benefit Fund would like to take this opportunity to
thank the members of the Monticello Railroad Museum
for their generous contributions to the Steve Gerber
Benefit held on February 13, 2010. The donations of
tickets for the Polar Express train and throttle time
were included in an auction and received bids beyond
our expectations. Monetary donations from members
of the Monticello Railroad Museum were also received
and appreciated. Several members of the Museum
attended the benefit.
A goal of $10,000.00 was hoped for, but actual figures
amounted to $24,000.00 to $25,000.00. Steve Gerber
and his family are still in awe of the response.
Once again, a big thank you from the Steve Gerber
Benefit Fund Committee. We could not have received
the level of success without your help!

EQUIPMENT UPDATE

Above : Donna McClure is using an air-powered needle
tool to remove rust and paint from the seat frames of
the Rock Island Coach 2541. All hardware has been
bead-blasted, primed, painted chocolate brown and
ready for installation. The seats have been
reupholstered (springs were poking through on some
seats) and the interior powered washed. The Rock
Island is the mainstay of the museum service fleet.

Above : Wood lining is beginning to take shape in the
cab of Steam Locomotive no. 401.

Below ; The “running gear” is being assembled; a step
closer to having the 401 ready for service.

Work is steadily progressing on the restoration and
eventual steaming up of the Southern 401 steam
engine. A small band of dedicated museum volunteers
is bringing this locomotive to life, with the completion of
the installation of the boiler jacketing, and continued
installation of the driving gear mechanism. Tentative
plans call for the firing up and testing this summer.

Wabash No. 6 is located in Car Barn No. 1 and efforts are

underway to power clean the interior of the car.
Below ; John Downing is continue to make progress on
the body restoration of his EMD E-8 locomotive. The
corner of the body has received new sheet metal, and
the side body frame is being rebuilt. The photo inset
(lower left corner) demonstrates the effort required to
fabricate a replacement doorway corner frame

CARBARN NO. 2 TO BE BUILT
Plans have been approved to proceed with the
construction of Carbarn No. 2, situated north and east
of Nelson’s Crossing, along the Terminal main. A
contract has been signed with FBI Building to construct
a building 480’ X 56” and will house up to 15
passenger cars on three tracks. The building is to be
completed by summer/fall of 2010. A very generous
anonymous donor has put $60,000 towards the cost of
the building. This building will be used to extend the life
of passenger equipment, particularly on paint and body
work after restoration.

L. C. L. (Less than Car Load)
A contract to store cars for 90 days has been obtained
which will help offset operating expenses. Additional
equipment is being considered to the operating fleet
which will supplement additional space on the
expanded schedule of the Polar Express.

N-rlvals & Departurg,

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Throw Mamma On The Train
May 8" — g"

Father's Day Weekend
June 19" 20"

Railroad Days
September 18 — 19"
Ghost Train
October 229 - 23d - 24" 29" - 3¢"
The Polar Express
November 28" - 27"
December 3d - &

Lunch On The Train With Santa

December 4' - 5"
SAFETY BEGINS WITH YOU!!




